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\. second tinn in the history of this n&tion, the 
wheels of the Federal Gfoverameat have been lodced, 
and the ponderous machinery ha*, for a wlule, stood 
still. On both these occasions, the po^.er which 
checked its motion, was the anti-skvery sentiment 
Trhioh has been developed in the North ; an iuflnenee 
of which it was confidently predicted, thiity years 
agOf by statesmen alidrpoliticians, that it would never 
enter Congress. How slowly, steadUy and surely, 
the spirit of Liberty, which dwells waking or sleeping 
in every human soul, gathered up its forces, and over- 
coming, step by step, the resistance made to its p^^o- 
gress, won its entrance into that stronghold of slavery, 
and confronted astonished legislators who were deny- 
ing its existence, the future historian of the Amarican 
Anti-Slavery enterprise may record. To-day, while 
the civiiized world is watching with eager interest the 
struggle which is going on in our land, between the 
hosts of Liberty and Slavery, we note the turbfilenoe 
of our National Legislature as a favorable sign <Kf the 
times. Many such signs of the times are now visible 
even to superficial observers. From our eait^ to 
our western borders, and even throughout our great 
southland, bright with the light of natare, daric with 
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the curse of sin, do we "find,, scattered here and there 
tokens that the great heart of the people is slowly re- 
tuniiiig to its early love of liberty. Among these in- 
dications axe, the continued sturdy resistantje of the 
State of Wisconsin to the aggressions of the Slave 
Power, made through the Federal Government, in the 
case of Sherman M. Booth, charged with violation of 
the Fugitive Slave Statute; and the restilt of the 
trials in the well known ca-se of the " Oberlin Res- 
cuers," concfcrning which an organ of the Democratic 
party bitterly exclaimed, "The Grovemment has been 
beaten at last, with law, justice and facts all on its 
side, and Oberlin, with its rebellious Higher Law creed> 
is triumphant." Of similar significance is the fact 
that the Maryland Siaveholdeiffe^Convention, held in 
iho city: of Baltimore, in June last, after a session of 
two dajs, passed resolutions condemning as impolitic 
Mid inexpedient the object for which they had as- 
sembled, viz : to recommend to their Legislature the 
adoption of measures for the removal of the free 
colored population beyond the limits of the State, or 
their sale into slavery. Evidently desirous as Ihey 
were to accomplish this object, and heartless and 
impious as were the measures which they did venture 
to recommend, they were overawed by the public sen- 
timent of the northern part of the State, and compelled 
to relinquish their cowardly aggression on the rights 
of th«r wealcer brethren. 

We record with peculiar pleasure, the results of two 
cases of attempted kidnapping in our own State, in 
which we see most cheering indications of an improv- 
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ing public eAtiment. On the 10th of Jtias, 1860, 
ia tiie sou&eiix part of Oumberlattd Coaaty, P«xtB8jl> 
Tftaia, mthin twelve or fifteen laUas of the Msrykad 
boider, a famiiy^ named Butler, consisting of a huB- 
band, wife and child, were seized and forcib! j carried 
mio Maryland as slayes. This' capture was effected 
daring the night, and the next morning tbd appear- 
ance of the deserted home reyealed to the neighbors 
that the kidnapper's footstep had crossed its sacred 
threshold. This outrage excited great indignati<ai 
in the neighborhood, and the citisens of the township 
determined to rescue the victims, and to punish the 
aggressors. They succeeded in procuring the arrest 
and conviction, on the charge of kidnapping, of the 
principal actor in the afiair, aprofessionai sUve-eatcher 
named Myers ; and afterwards by a compromise, he 
was released from imprisonment, upon his personal 
recogmsance, and the woman and child were restored 
to liberty. 

The arrest, trial, and acqmttal of the alleged slave, 
Daniel Webster, in April last, will never be forgotten 
by those who witnessed it. The arrest was in 
Harrisburg, on the second day of April, and the tirial 
was held in this city, before U. S. Commissioner John 
0. Longstreth. It was with heavy wdA hopeless 
hearts that the abolitionists of this oity gathered 
around that innocent and outraged man, and attended 
him through the solemn hours of his trutl. We saw 
in him a representative of the human race, a son of 
God, a brother of all men ; we saw, hanging on the 
issue of that trial, an alternative of destini^ wlueh 
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soul s&iuiders to coutt* iupl»t^, the po3Sd(!i^\>u uu\ 
mQ9jBtm% of mfta'a gtorious birthriglit of fre^edcaa, ojr 
Hlb>lofig elftYery, with «11 which thisse words im|>iy of 
th« mind's ddbAMment, the bodjr's tortures iht» h««rt'd 
imxittor»bU angiiish. We well rexaeiuh^mi »iudlftr 
BO^Bm in the past, when we hsd watched s^^t^h JvKlk''i£^ 
prooaedings to the bitter end, and heard the jud^ 
consign his victim to wretohednes!*, and himsi^lf u> 
infSunj. With sneh Tisions and lueiuoi-iea aa the^ 
we might well keep sleepless vi. "Is tlsnHJgh ih»5 night 
of peiil to an immortal soul. The sun £»et «nd roi»e 
upon us, while that fierce struj^le between despotlsn^ 
and human freedom went on, but with its retturoiug 
rays oame no dawn of hope to our souls. As in the 
early morning hour, we passed through the i|m<?t 
streets of the city, to our homes, physical wearines* 
was forgotten in the sadness of our forebodings of the 
issue of this trial, and in the pain with which we con- 
templated the disgrace of Pennsylvania, in permitting 
such judicial proceedings within her borders. 

The closing scenes of this trial, the breathlojss 
Silence with which the crowded assembly in the Court 
room waited to hear the death knell of the innocent 
prisoner, the painfully sudden transition from despair 
to hope, and thence to certainty of joy, the burst of 
deep emotion, the fervent thanksgiving, wherein was 
reveakied that sense of the brotherhood of man, which 
Gfod has made a part of every human soul, cannot be 
portrayed in words. The exultant shouts which went 
up 'from the misltitnde who thronged the streets, wait- 
ing for the Court's decision, shouts of joy over a 
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\t>my\^ wKvW A.l$4tt« »tiw«<Hi triih the bUnnl of the 

iw ihi? ^H'>5»u\wp (W\itv{? \ in ^KicK chaivjr? w «MftW the 

ujxnt tho h^vsvt i \.4 this owmmwnitT ««ti"*l«wrv d<H^- 
triuo* ^wtnu<>u<*. Far this vpp tha^kixi Oini : 
{\\vi.u (hl» vtt> <\\\k v\nxr}»^ tc» |>«r*x»<* our vrxvrk 

vm\i* viU ^ftpt Kkvw<> m'urt'lvy of th<» nimttf of » <W« 
OvHMttuntv^lth. Wo «o<Hvunt<Ki it « gro5»t g<iin to ottr 

ihM th<» cilv v\f \^\l«i!c>lphi* thws f^\\ 
m\\\\^<^\ tWw it* «|>«t\v th<» tvwly<!Vt of ftUvory. anil 
th*t h(i>*rt>r »yn\p*ihii<>w rtith 1>muoI VTobst^Mf, in his 
jx»ri\ «.n^^ tWlivt'Tttn«xi. ><fx>rp t\>wnd in ewry of our 
oilkow*. inohuUug (?vt>n the Vhft.rii»<K>« »nd tho P%bli> 

Tho chiof scVvvr* of the hoxir, in th<* o«U"»^l 
nm^'s vit'fonoo, vrho t^lnWAi 'with wnwowritHi RRsuhtUy 
in hi;* Wh«)f, (Vuuvl M\\\\h wwunX i\>r thoirtoil i i m^y 
tvn«» of tho g\x\«\t txv^ul's i\( this tvijtl. Tho v«y,v «'i i\w 
siKvilov, \Th\Kio |WY h«vl osie*po\l \«m, tlio aivgt'voi' •«! 
^Kvttiou of tho ovnumnnitY, in vrh(;M»o ostimRto tho rign . 
ofhvuM«nity nl^avs of f»v loss i\n}>orfRt\co th^w 
tho Mwkot 8tm»t tvavio, vrx^rx* io\"g\>tton in ono lho\»ghi 
of tho liww i\\ntt whioh thoir hw>tlicr h»d boon rosfcutHi. 
Tho UwYovs who j>to«(>l»(Hl his chuso with ohH\wonco 
whioh OMuo tWn\ tho hoi»vt, might h«voooii?»oltHithon\" 
solvo*» \«ulor tho taunts of tho v^pposiu^i ov>uv\8oi \-Ik> 
sn^oti«|?ly Wg:go<l thorn to " t*\k profos?ion«UT/' hy 
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the coasciousness that if they did not "-talk like 
lawyers," they at least, tail ed like men, men out of 
whose souls had not died all loving sympathy for man, 
all manly indignation against Wrong, aU godlike de^ 
votion to right. 

The sentiments of this Society, in view of this trial 
and its results, were expressed in the following reso- 
lutions which were unanimously adopted at its stated 
meeting, held April 14th, 1859. - 

Whereas, Our City and Commonwealth have been 
again disgraced by the trial of a man on the charge 
of being a fugitive slave ; therefore, 

Mesolvedf That we earnestly protest against this 
insult to Pennsylvania, this outrage on humanity, this 
heinous sin against God. 

Resolved, That, while we greatly rejoice that Daniel 
Webster has been delivered out of tlie hands of. his 
oppressors, we deeply regret that the reason of 
his discharge was Tiot that he is a man, and therefore 
has an inalienable right to liber?/ j, but, only a failure 
on the part of the claimant to identify this man with 



Resolved, That, while we commend the act of Com- 
missioner Longstreth, in restoring to freedom the 
man whose cause he tried, we solemnly remon- 
strate against his course, in permitting such a cause 
to be tried before him, and in holding an ofi^ce which 
requires him to execute that most infamous enact- 
ment, the Fugitive Slave Statute. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the friends of free- 
dom are due to the defendant's counsel, Messrs. 
William S. Pierce, George H, Earie and Edward 
Hopper, who, without pecuniary recompense, advoca- 
ted his claim to liberty, -with eminent ability and zeal, 
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laboring with unwearied assiduity, by day aad by 
night, m his behalf ; and that, vhile Vre are &ir&cQ 
that they desire no other reward than the approba- 
tion of their consciences and the guccessM result of 
their labors, we would assure them that their servioea 
in this cause will eyer be held in grateful remembraaco 
by us, the friends aiid repreBentatives of the American 
Slave. . , 

Resdhedf That, in the efforts of United States 
officers to debar peaceable citizens of Pennsylvania 
from attendance on a public tribunal upon their own 
soil; in the piuillanimous threat of one of those 
officers to arrest three ladies, for the offence of stand- 
ing quietly in one of the halls of our Court-house ; 
and in the subsequent attempt, by a mob,, to wrest the 
right of free speech from a portion of our citizens 
holding a public anti-slavery meeting, we see unmis- 
takable tokens of the cowardice and the fury of the 
Slave Power. 

jResolvcd, That this attempt to kidnap a man on 
our own soil, arouses in us, and should arouse in our 
fellow-citizens, a determination to endeavor to procure 
the repeal of the Fugitive Slave Statute j and that it 
summons us to energetic efforts to obtain from our 
own Legislature the passage of a bill which shall pre- 
vent the recurrence of such scenes, and forbid that 
the State of Pennsylvania shall be, any longer, a 
hunting-ground for slave-catchers. 

This triumph of our cause wjis quickly followed by 
another equally significant of an improving public sen- 
timent. On Friday, the eighth of April, a m©etingj 
called by abolitionists, assembled in this city, for the 
purpose of protesting against the arrest and- trial of 
Fugitive Slaves, in Pennsylvania. The Slave Power, 
having been defeated in a contest at law, resorted to 
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its diarftcteristio method of puttmg down ihe xho- 
Utiozmti bj Tiolenee. A mob ga4hered, and attempted 
to bre&k up the meeting, but they were quickly sup- 
pressed bj the Mayor's police, and the right of free- 
dom of speech was saocessfully rindieated. This was 
the first time in the history of our enterprise, that the 
authorities of Philadelphia quelled a pro-slavery mob. 

One of the effects produced by the scenes of that 
memorable week, was a deep impression on the minds 
of abolitionists, of the importance of procuring the 
enactment of a law which shall make it a penal offence 
to arrest, as a slave, any human being on the soil 
of Pennsyl^ lia. Efforts to accomplish this, by the 
circulation of petitions to our Legislature, and by 
appeals to the conscience and heart of the people, 
have constituted a portion of our work during the 
' past 'ifear. 

Another evidence of the change in the opinions and 
feelings of the North, produced by years of anti- 
slavery labor, is the formation of the " Church Anti- 
Slavery Society of the United States." Whether 
this new Association will be an efficient force against 
the slave power of this country, or a quietus to the 
consciences of clergymen and lay church members, 
who, knowing slavery to be a sin, have not gufficient 
mora! courage to join the ranks^of those who are seek- 
ing its abolition, is yet to be proved. However this 
may be, the, fact of its organization plainly shows 
tiiat the Ohnrc'i, at last, feels that the demand made 
upon her for anti-slavery action is too strong to be 
any longer wholly resisted. 



11 



Taniiag noir, to look in another direction^ &nd to 
meuore the )strength of the enemy against whom tre 
oontend, fre see m&nj indications that a loi:g and earn- 
nest conflict is still before as. Conscious iziheremt 
w«aknes8) and enraged by occasional defeat, the Slav^ 
Power is evidently gathering its forces tot 9r fierce 
straggle in which sill musf. be lost or won. The arowed 
attempts to re>open the foreign slave-trade, t^e oimsb 
advocacy of r» by prominetit citizens of the Soath, 
the recent act of the Adcanaas Legislatore, giving the 
free colored people of that State the altemadve of 
migrating, or of becoming slaves, and the establish- 
ment of slavery in New Mexico, clearly show a stroz^ 
determination to extend and strengthen the system of 
slavery by all possible means. 

-There is a sign of the times which wonld be very 
disheartening to abolitionists, if anything coold ^iB> 
hearten those who contend for a great mo^-alprindple, 
with the firm belief that Trat^ and Right mast be ul- 
timately victorious. It is the continned apathy of s 
large portion of the American Church and clergy to- 
wards the claims of the slave. While we rejoice in 
thfi fact that many churches and ministers, of various 
denominations, are repenting of this sin, and doing 
works meet for repentance, it cannot be denied that 
the American Church, generally, ^ves its influence 
on the side of the oppressor. Neither the sinfulnees 
of slaveholding, nor the unutterable wo of the slave, 
arouse its conscience or moves its heart. Denouncing 
unpopular sins, it is the apologist for this. I¥eaching 
repentance for sm, in gecenil, it perseeutes^i3^»e who 
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faithfuUj ftpplj the doctrines of Cliiistiaiiity to this 
grefttaet of all ontrages on human rights. Professing 
to worship God, it sanctions this desecration of His 
image ; b&ptizing itself in the name of Christ, it re- 
vises to succor" those of whom He has said, "Inas- 
much as ye did it not unto one of the least of these, 
ye did it not unto me." Thoi?e two great organiia- 
tions, the American Tract Society, and the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, annu- 
ally demonstrate this fact. At the last Annual Meet- 
ing of the American Board, two of its members earn- 
estly besottght that body to listen to the claims of the 
slave, but those professed Christian ministers and 
laymen, zealously seeking to propagate their religion 
in foreign lands, and to abolish cruelty and injustioe 
and vice in India and China, refused to withdraw 
their support from crudty, injustice and vice at home. 
They knew that, in this city, where they were hold- 
ing their sessions, sl.(L calling upon the community 
for sympathy and aid in the work of extending Chris- 
tianity, a few months before, a prominent and in- 
fluential church member had issued his orders for the 
gale of four hundred human beings. Yet the desola- 
tion lof heart which followed those orders, the terrible 
sundering of family ties, the anguish for which this 
world has no consolation, moved them no more than it 
moved the churches of Philadelphia when the deed 
was ^one. 

From the pain of contemplating the real character 
of -these two great organizations, some relief is to be 
found in the fact that a large number of individuals. 
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aad some clivrobies, are withdrftwing th«r ooiifiddRse 
sad withholding thdir oontri!»ationa &om tkes%wd 
thftt tidii tei&xsmj Agunit tk«ar futhloeRMMi, is 
doubtless i&oreamng. 

We wftt&k cuefolly aad iritii deep isterei^ from 
jeax to year, &e charteter of our mtj preM; m Its 
importMce both in i&£6atiBg and inin^oiiig piublio 
sentimo&t em scftroely be orer eetiawitod.* Dviittg 
the last yeiur it has certaudj made some progjrmt in 
the right direotioi&i but its moral tone ii vtiU so loir 
that the advocates of the antindavesy oanse finditapow- 
erM opponent. When we consider the inflncnoe of the 
church and the press oi ooreitj; we oannot bs greatly 
surprised by such indications of popular feeling astiM 
expulsion of our colored eitixene from our aty rail- 
road cars. While, in our churches, profisised Ohraa> 
taans say to ^eir colored broth«rs and nstars, Sit 
in the negro pew, or go and worship apart from «s ; 
it is, certainly, not strange that, in the nuDl-road car, 
they should say, Pl^esome not to nt beside is. When 
we are asked what we haTe to do with slaTery, we 
point to these facts, to show what ^rery has done 
for us in so hardening the hearts, and blunting the 
moral sense of the community, that thousands of c«r 
fellow citisoiB neither see nor feel the insult offered 
to God and man, in such deeds and words as these. 

In &e oanteet between Fredbm and Slarery, tiba 
great event of the year eighteen hundred aaid fifQr- 
nine is the martyrdom of JoExr BEOwar. Jm after 
iimes this event will sta&d out on the histCKT' id that 

year,^ in its i3*ue proportitms, reveling the gra&dsor 

2 
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«&d tN»iki2t J of the htim»ik soul in it* hour of self-aftcri- 
floe. The ooange and dariag of the wtnior ffides in 
the Iwtre of that honr, where all his lifelong devotion 
and fidelity to his highest ideal of Bight cnlminated 
in glory. John Bro^n will be remembered as one 
who freelj and deliberately ^ye his fife for the ran- 
som of the American slaTe. He will be remembered, 
also, as the man who revealed the hollownMs of the 
system of American Slavery, by the reverberation of 
one blow which he stmek against it. The terror- 
stirieken Conmumwealth whieh tremblingly pnt him to 
death, acknowledged his heroism, and did homage to 
die grandeur of his distinguished philanthropy. They 
who glory in the battle-fields of the American Bero- 
lution have no right to condemn as unchristian the 
battle of Hurper's Ferry. They alone may do this, 
whe believe that the only sword which man may 
rightfiolly use is the Sword of ihe Spirit, 

While these events were passing bef(Hre the ey^ of 
the nation, the opinion and feeling of this Society 
Gonoeming them were expressed in the following 
series of resolutions 

Be99h^f That, in the recent inenrrection at Har- 
per's Ferry, we see one of the natural {raits of the 
system of American Slavery, which, in robbing mil- 
lions of human bein^ of their inalienable rights, in- 
eritably arouses resistance to itself in the hearts of 
aU tme lovers of freedom, which resigtance must be 
manif^ted in aecordsnce with their vmoos oharao- 
tera and principles. 

Mi9ol»edf That we cordially sjB5ipathi«e with JOHK 
BmowH in his intense hatred of slavery, and ardent 
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bT« of Ub«rtj, tiie noble obj^ to iHui^ Im 
Tot«d life, wt. the maiidpfttlon of ll» ^ ifwriiiiiw, 
tkre ; that we honor the atprnt of horoio itlf«i>erifittt 
whidti led him to face mortkl peril in its behalf; that 
we reverenoe the deep religions Bentimont whidL in* 
wpired him wit^ strength ; andt now, while h» itittdt 
cbomed to death by grants who traffic in " alftTes a}Ml 
aouk of mffXt* we hail lum as a martyr in thc«gloxioiia 
cause of human liberty. 

Bctoh^f That we regard this insorreotion aa a 
solemn warning to this nation to abolish, bj peaeafnl 
measures, its system of slayery, lest that system should 
be oyertbirown in blood ; and that the lesson whioh it 
teaches Abolitionists is, that the wel£wj, not ooij of 
the slaye, but of the slaveholder, dMnands that they 
should pursue their work with unabated yigor. 

Reiohedf That, in our conflict against slarery, we 
reject, as we have ever rejected, the weapons of phjd* 
cai warfare, believing that moral reforms are aooom- 
plished only by moru power, «nd that we confidently 
rely on the nre&ching of the truth, which is ** midhUr 
through Goa to the pulling down of the stroni^iai 
of error and sin, and to the re^neration and salvadcm 
of the world. 

The reign of terror throughout the BouUx, whidbk 
has followed these scenes, is a frightful demonstration 
of the conscious weakness of the slaveholder. Dming 
the last few weeks, the southern mulls have brought 
to us, day after day, ne^F Items of hoorrcMr to add 
to that dark catalogue on which the civiliitel world is 
gaxing. In one State mMt cruel torture are Infiic^ 
on a man boMtuie he expressed an opinion that^aUifwy 
degraded white laborers in the Bouth: from astothor,- 
a resident of nine years is banished for the ofl^ee of 
refmung to join in the persecu^ioo. of a Northern man 
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im drarged vith selling m the Soathy a book 
jyi # |Ki > i < y - the Wor^.'* ^ anothiff a Methodist 
]l>ha^h&, a na^e and a resident is arrested^ im- 
prndned, and afterwards held in bonds of ten thoa- 
Mild doBam, to aitswer to the charge of circolating 
'^E.iApw*B LnpendiBg Crisis/' md exiKressing senti- 
3!iM^te( ttfefavorable to slavery. Li Kentucky, wHch 
boasts of oomparatireinildnesss of its form of slayery, 
ihe press of an anti-slarery newspaper, "The Free 
SoniJi," is seized by a mob and thrown into the Ohio 
river, and, from the same State, twelve families com> 
pimti^ thir^-nine persons, are suddenly banished for 
the cnme of holding anti-slavery opinions. Is not the 
deetznotion .of the slave power fraretold in their mad- 
neast 

Hertiieni sympathy with the spmfc and pmrpose of 
John Brown, fomid expression in large public meet« 
ings t&roQghont the free States. In this city, as in 
others, Sndi a meeting was convened ; the largest ever 
assemble^ here, fear an anti-slavery purpose. Again, 
& izotons attempt was made to deprive the abolition- 
ists of the power to hold a meeting, and again the 
riot^ were quelled by the municipal authorities ; an- 
other triumph of freedom of speech over despotism* 
In this city, also, as in others, a large meeting was 
assembled for the purpose of making a peace-offering to 
Southern slaveholders. The contempt with which 
these overtures were received by the Southern press, 
was a fitting rebuke of such cringing servility to 
tyraimy. Yet it was ineffectual, for these demonstra- 
« ?le«tvood'8 Life of Cbftet. 

! 
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tioof were speedily foUowed bj new e^rts, q& tiu» 
pajrtof this class of our cidseiis^to pvore*hmltkyt^ 
to the Slare Power, and their wor^binetf of Its 
p&tronage. 

Dumg twenty-foiir consecutive years the PehnsyL 
Yanift Anti-Slavery Fair has been held in this city, in 
the month of December. It has always be<e& oon> 
ducted with ordor and dignity, and witili carefol fiddi> 
ity to just principles of traffic. It has been esteemed 
an important department of our anti-iilavery labor, 
both on account of its pecuniary proceeds, which have 
amuimted to more than thirty thousand dollars, mi 
for the moral influence which it has exerted upon 
those who have been engaged in it. Until the last 
year, it has never been disturbed by pro-slavery ani- 
mosity. Even in those days when the Uyes and 
property of abolitionists were given up to the meiticy of 
the mob, our Fair was never an object of popular 
violence. Perhaps Southern chivalry never befi>re 
demanded the suppression of a Ladies' Baxaar. Our 
Fair was opened in Concert Hall, on the twelfth day 
of December, with its usual prospects of success. As 
usual, its Flag was suspended over Gh^tnut street, 
displaying to our citizens a picture of the old Liberty 
Bell which they so proudly exhibit in Independence 
Hall. Visiters thronged our Saloon, and the Fair pro- 
ceeded without interruption until the fourth day. Oh 
the morning of that day the High Oo^^ble entered, 
and, in the name of the Mayor, req^^i^^l^d of one of the 
Managers that oiu* Flag should. r)M» 'oPen down. The 
Af^nager repUed, in remonstrance, that many othe? 
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«Kkilutil<»if, ia the ottj, allowed ike priTilege of 
i^ttl^^ikib^la^ of ftdrertisemezit ; towhioh statement 
llu» offiow luwented, but intunated that popular oom> 
motion rendered the removal of ours necessary. He 
WW mfbrned that if the Mayor ord$rtd the removal 
ef our flag, we should c(»»p]y with his direotion, as it 
would be in exeoution of a monioipal law, but that we 
ribonld notToluntanly take it down in compliance with 
the reque9t d any person. The officer responded that 
tiie Mayor did order it, and the Manager gave direo- 
tiofiB t<» its removal. A few hours afterwards, the 
Sheriff eame into the room, and, in behalf of the trus- 
tees of the building, took possotision of it, closed the 
doors, and informed the Managers of the Fair that 
their prepay must be removed within three hours. 
Then we learned that plans had been in operation for 
several days, for our dispossession. Before the Fair 
Wfts^ opened, one of our daily newspapers published 
the fact, that notwithstanding the rebuke which the 
abolitionists had recently received from the meeting 
of the Union-savers, they had audaciously announced 
their intention of hojding' another Fair, the avowed 
purpose of which was the dissemination of anti-slavery 
prineipl^s. The journal aftxiously inquired if Phila- 
delphia woTold suffer such a Fair to be held. The 
mob did not obey this summons, and it became neces- 
sary to resort to another mode of warfare against these 
irrepressible abolitionists, whose respect for Union- 
saving Meetings seemed to be no greater than that t)f 
8oathem editors. An effort was made to induce the 
lessee to eject us from the Hall which he had rented 
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io uft {Kvt iho nmk, Ot\ hin r«(^ial to do the 
trusttHM i^ttMnpi<Hl to Uk« th« buiUltng out of Ms |»ot* 
B(«»U>n. Bwt\i; foiled in tJivir flri* cflfort to Rooom- 
plifth tills, thoy r«iiort«d to tho ple» Umt bo hwl Tio- 
luttnl tho coiulitioni of hi» \m»9^ hy tmimg th« Hidl 
for w purpotfo vrhioh t<^udod to oxi^to populw <k>»« 
motion. On tbit) plon they mtoooedod in obttdnlng » 
jtidioiid dm^iiion in tboir fkm. a^nd iho reluotimt offi- 
oorft of tbe law wow «»ttt to oxoouto iboif p\ir|^o. 
lltitod with tboir ttnnporMry tuooitfiis our oppoteonis 
hfuitod to liortild it gouthwtml with tolographto epood^ 
f^nd to {imuro tlioir Bouthorn mMtor« of Uio »Uority 
with whioh thr^y h»d porfortno<l for thorn the «orvio« 
of brtMiklng np tho Philmlolphift Anti>Blfty«ry Fftir. 
In tlie wowi tlmo tho Kivir wm ro«oponod in th« 
AMomltly Buildiugd, whoro it conUntiod until tho 
olo«o of tho wook. Tho Hoport of its mwnttgem thown 
that, uotwithntAuding tho ununni^l opposition arrayed 
iAga\n»t it, it w*«s jwouniarily, vory muoooimiK^I. 

Tho mob whioh wan vainly invoked againiit our 
Fair, rooponded to tho Rumntonn which bade it array 
itnolf, ouco Miort% nja;aiu(it tho right of iVoo upoooh, on 
tho oooaniou of tl»o doUvory of an anti-slavory Iooturo> 
by Ooorj^o W * Ourti», in thin oity, on tho ovouing of 
tho Ifitli t»f l>ot>osnbor. A tlioroughly organised plaa 
to UxluLo \)omtm\on of tho Hall, aseault tho loeturoiv 
and dieiporwo tho »udionoO) wen oomploit»ly frustrated 
by tlie vigilanoo of tho Mayor and Wb ^)\ke, Thua, 
a third time, during tho yoar, was the ansauUod right 
of IVoodom of HpoooU triiuuphftuiiy vindiot^tod by the 
city of IMiiladophia. 
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la our rttro»p»ct of the yew's experieBce we we 
ooiifinadd in our oonfidence in the principles which ire 
ftdrooAte, and the measores which we use for their 
propagation. Few years of our enterprise have re- 
vealed 60 many tokens of the ripening harvest which 
is to follow our late and early sowing. We have pur- 
sued those methods of operation which we and our 
fellow-laborers hare ever found effective in the pro- 
secution of our cause. These methods are as simple 
as they are effective, and they are the means by which 
all the real reforms in the world have been accom- 
plished, m,, the utterance of the trith, by the pen, 
the printing-f ress, and Ae living voice. It is by 
such appeals to the conscience and heart of the nation 
that we havo sought to produce that change in public 
sentiment which has found manifestation in the action 
of p^itical parties and church organizations. The 
operations of our Society cannot be separated from 
those of the Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society, of 
which it is, in fact, a part. Our funds, as our 
Treasurer's Report will show, have been used, either 
directly or indirectly, through the Pennsylvania and 
American Anti-Slavery Societies, in circulating anti- 
slavery newspapers and tracts, and sustaining anti- 
slavery lectures. The individual influence of the 
word spoken in season, in the family circle, the social 
gathering, or by the way-side, and of the act of 
fidelity to the Bight in the hour of trial, which con- 
tributes so largely to the guidance of public opinion, 
comes not within the purview of our Annual Eeport. 
Of the faithful performance or neglect of this part of 
our work, each conscience keeps its own record. 
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Joyfully, gratefully, we review the post; hopefalij 
we look forward to the labors of the futm. In the 
great moral reTolution through which this nation iff 
passing, it is impossible to predict erea the ©Teats 
which are aigh at hand. Whether this mighty people, 
rich in material and intellectual wealth, proud of ita . 
attainments in political science, boasting of its civil 
aaid religious liberty, yet degraded by the worst ex- 
isting form of despotism, shall succeed or fail in the 
solution of the problem of popular government, is yet 
to be revealed. The only true prosperity, the only 
safety, of a nation, as of an individual soul, is in ad- 
herence to the absolute Bight; but this is a truth 
which men and nations are slow to learn. The doc- 
trine that it is sometimes expedient to violate the law 
of absolute Eight ; for the sake of temporary advan- 
tage to be guned, a doctrine which is, ess6nti%^y, & 
denial that God is a wise governor of the universe, 
inasmuch && it assumes that it is sometimes unwise 
and Tznsafe to obey His laws, is the comer stone of the 
vast system of American Slavery. Assenting to this 
doctrine, the founders of our government, in an evil 
hour, sacrificed the rights of one class of their coun- 
trymen to what they considered the. politicalinterests 
cf the rest. From that time to this, this false princi- 
ple of morals has been doing its slow and sure work 
of poisoning the heart of the nation ; and, so thorough- 
ly has this been done that, to-day, the utterance of 
that simple axiom of Morals, The absolute Right is, 
of necessity, the highe&t expediency, is, by politicians 
and ecclesiastics, accounted wild fanaticism. If this 
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People is to be saved from mor&l ruin, it must be by 
education into tbla f&nsticism : the fanaticism of be* 
Heying that He who stretched forth the heavens and 
laid the foundations of the earth, who commanded the 
morning and caused the davnspring to know its place, 
who brings forth Mazzaroth in his season, and guides 
Areturus with his sons, is able to give moral laws to 
His universe which it shall be safe for man to obey. 
To apply this doctrine to the sin of slavery, to seek 
the emancipation of four millions of slaves, by rousing 
the conscience and moving the heart of the American 
people by argument, expostulation and entreaty, is 
the work of the aboUtionists. That Eight shall ulti- 
mately triumph over Wrong, and Truth vanquish 
Falsehood, we cannot doubt. The work to which we 
have pledged ourselves for life, may outlast that life ; 
the anthem of the American jubilee may not greet 
our ears, but we know that that work shall be accom- 
plished, that that anthem shall be sung. They who 
oppose physical force to the progress of ideas, and at- 
tempt to weaken the power of a great moral principle, 
may erect their scaffolds on every hill-top in the land, 
may build their prisons broad and deep, may silence 
in death every human voice which now pleads the 
cause of the slave, yet shall they find themselves not 
one step nearer the accomplishment of their purpose. 
When "Truth is on the scaffold," and "Wrong is on 
the throne," 

«' That scaffold sways the future, and behind the dim un- 
kaovra, 

Sl&udeth God wlthia the shadow, keepicg watch abort his 
own." 
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Every jear bears *way from us fellow-labopers 
from whom we part in sa^ess. Dizring the last yoftr^ 
the abolitionists of this country have been seyerely 
bereaved by the death of two of their coadjutors whose 
seal, courage, and fidelity, through long years of con- 
flict, placed them in oui' foremost ranks. Their me- 
mories sliall be to US an inspiration of strength, as 
were their brave deeds and earnest words while they 
were with us. 

We address ourselves to the work of another year, 
with reverent gratitude for the posts assigned to us in 
the great moral conflict of the age, and with joyous 
faith that the Cbd of the oppressed is leading their 
cause onward to victory. 
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PkSads^hki Female Anti-Siavery SocieUf in a<x&mt voilX 
Annie Shoxmakxr, iZVecMurer. 
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i«6S, »E. 

id mo., To eabscriptioia to A. S. Stendftrd, &0 eopief, $100.00 

" Liberator, 10 « 25 00 

" " A. S. Bogle, 10 " 15 00 

«' « Free South, 5 '« 10 00 

« " London A. 8. Adrocate, 5 00 

" Beat of Hall for Anua&l Heetiog, 2 5C 

'< Dosatios to Pa. A. S. Society, 100 00 

" Printing Aanaal Report, 20 00 

3d mo., Fair Committee, beqaest of Phebe JacksoQ, 300 00 

5tli mo., " Dosfttion to Pa. A. S. Sooiefy, 126 00 

12th mo., " do. do. <^00 00 

« do. American A. S. Society, 500 00 

« do. Pa. A. S. Society, 200 00 

" do. American A.- S. Society, 200 00 

« Advertising, d 60 

1860, 

lit mo., Balance in Treasary, 342 46 



$2354 46 



385&, CR. 

By Balance in Treasury, |585 00 

Membere' SabscriptioDS, 81 50 

" Sale of articles from Fair of '58, 13 00 

" Donation, 50 

" Proceeds of Fair of 18S0. 16?4 46 



#2354 46 

LYDIA GILLIKQHAM, 

Auditor. 
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iu PkiladelpliU, ibe 

12,087 28 
404 00 



Balance, .... «1,688 23 

Tlie amount of goods collected exceeded ih&t of my 
former years. 

In addition to the usual Tables fornislied by City con- 
tributors, there was one bj an " Aiutiiliary Circle/'-r-aa ' 
evidence of increasing interest in the coxammiitjr around 
us in the object for which we labor. 

Newton, Wakefield, Bristol, Bjberry, Abington, Nor- 
ristown, Upper Dublin, Chester County, MuUijca Hill and 
Catndcn furnished their Tables with attractive goods. 
Contributions were received from Germantown, Frank- 
fort, Cbelton Hills, Warwick, Dowaingtowc, Christiana, 
New York and Staten Island, 

Among the contributions received from Europe were 
valuable and beautiful articles, which arrived too late for 
last year's Bazaar. These, with the goods received this 
year from London, Edinburgh, Dublin, Manchester, Wor- 
cester, Brigkil, Torquay and Isle of Wight, abundanUy 
furnifehed one of our largest tables. 

A donation of £10 vf as received from London. 

The Fair was opened on the 12th of December, in the 
spacious saloon of Couecrt Hall. It was well filled with 
valuable goods, which met with a ready sale. 

The room was crowded with interested visitors ; many 
who had long been accustomed to come to these annual 
festivals, cheering one another by social intercourse and 
friendly cooperation, and others who had been drawn to 
our side by increasing interest in the cause of the slave. 

But while order and good felloM-ship reigned within, and 
high hopes were entertained that the deep feeling occa- 
sioned by the tragic events of the time would increase the 



The Twenty-fourth Fair was held 
third week iu December. 
Receipts, 
Expenses, 



26 



number of e&mest irorkere for the slave, pro-slavery in- 
fiueoces were secretly plotting ag&inst us. 

Tb© first eTidencd of tlieir saocess appeared on the 
fourth day, when atx order was received from the Mayor 
to take down our " Flag/' on which was represented the 
Liberty Bell of " '76, with the time-honored motto, 
" Proclaim Liberty throughout all the land, unto all the 
jij..^bitaDt8 tberepf," and which, had from year to ytsar 
told to the pasf^rp hy th&X the principles of the ",Decfara- 
tion of Ladependence" were held by us as living realities. 

Kaowing that this requisition was the enforcing of a 
city l&T'f wt of course yielded, as no principle was in- 
volved ia the case, feeling, however, that it would not 
have been enforced save in obedience to a pro-slavery 
intuence. 

A few hours after, the Trustees of the Hall, having in 
vain tried to induce the Lessee to eject us, used the power 
whiqh a clause in the lease gave them and obtained from 
the Court a writ, which was placed in the hands of the 
Sheriff, who as '•n oflicer of the law, closed the doors and 
gave the building into their possession. 

An immediate decision as to our eonrse in this emer- 
gency being required, a meeting of the Fair Committee 
was called in the room. After brief arsd earnest delibera- 
tion it was decided to obtain, if possible, another Hall in 
which to continue the Fair. 

Apnlisptioa was made to the Lessee of the Assembly 
Buildings, where, for many years, our Fairs had been held. 
He nobly granted us the use of a saloon, into which the 
goods were removed the next day, and the Fair reopened. 
It was continued daring the remainder of the week with 
marked success. 

The interruption had been great j ncvertheleeg, we feel 
satisfied with the results of our efforts and encouraged to 
to work even more abundantly in the future. 

On behalf of the Committee, 

Sarah Pcoa, 
Harhiet D. Purvis, 
Margaret A. Ghisoom, 
Sa^ae C. Hallo well. 
Philaddphiaf Decmiher, 1859. 
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OONSTITUTION 
FEMALE ANTI-SLAVEEY SOCIETY. 



Whereas, mora tbaa two milliont of oar fe^IowcooittrjmoRi 
of these United Stales, are held ia abject bondi^s®^ 
whereas, we beliere that slarery and preiodiee a^intt oolor 
are contrary to the laws of God, and to the prineiplea of oor 
&r-famed j(>eclaration of lodepettdeneet and r«oogniziD|^ the 
right of the slave to immediate emaacipatioit ; we deem it onr 
dut J to manifest'our abhorrence of tho flagrant icjnsiice mod 
deep sin of slavery, by anited and vigorous ffxertiont for its 
epeedy rdmovai, and for the restoraiion of the people of color, 
to their itiaiienabie rights. For these -pc.?po6e8, we the nnder- 
ttgued agree to associate oarselves under the n:-me of '*Tbk 

PUILADCLFBI^ FcXALK AxTI'SLATUT 80CIETT." 

The object of thisSociety shali bs to collect and diMemioate 
correct information of the character of skverj, and of the ac« 
tnal condition of the slaviM r .id free people of color, for thft 
parpose of indaciog the commanitv to adopt such measaree, 
as may be in their power, to dispel the prejodbe agjaiost the 
people of color, to improve their condition, and to bring about 
the speedy abolition of slavery. 

.tETICLK tr. 

Any female anitiiig in these viftws, and oontribniing to the 
funds, shall be a member of the Society. 

The officers of the Society shall be a President, a Vice 
President, a Recording Secretary, & Corresponding Secretary, 
and a Treasarer, who, with «ix other members, shall constitute 
a Board of Managers. The^ shall keep a record of their pro* 
oeedtngs, which shall bo laid before the Society at its stated 
meetings. They shall have power to fill any vacancy that may 
occur in their number till the lyext aunuat meeting. 

ju&Ticue IV. 

The President sb&U preside at all meetiags of the Society, 
aud ehall have power to call specu^l meetings of lb« Sooiaty 
and of the Board. 



Tko.yicsP{:esif!eRtQhdS.£3Efqira;lfeQ of the FfostdeQt 

, iSCIjQ B^f oFdihg;Ssoret8rj,.8lmll keap a recsord of the iransac< 
t|o|S0 of,t|b>9 Spciety, a noiify.all meeticgs of the Society. 

I^Ha Correspondi^ uhrdl ksepall communications 

addressed to tHe Society, and .nsanagelall the'cdrrespondencs 
with khy other bodies or iDdl^iduaie, accsfding to the direc* 
tions of ths.Society or 6f the Managers. 

■' '■ 4'u™E.E 'vm, '■/■'■' 

The Treasarer sliall collect tha subscriptioiS s tsnd grants to 
ths Society, malke pajraents according to its direstions, and 

those of its Managers, and pressnt an audited report at each 
j^Enuc! meeting. . ■. 

■, ■■1 ,•- : , , ' :-. : . AWVIOI^B ISc .... , , _\^^/ 

S*^te(i'hieetlhga of the Sccsiety ehal! be held on the second 
Fifth-day iii ^6ry month, ©i:cepting the Seventh and Eighth. 
m()hths,^^l!3(l^^hd •August.) \ ^ - ' 

/ . ■ ARTICLE X. . 

Thp annual meeting shall, be, hfld otj tfas ^pcondEifth day' 
(ThtJ?myj) of the Secoad njonih, (Febru^rv,).at yhieii time 
the reppirls of the Board and Treasurer sh^U be pretesat^d, arid 
tliO' o^t'ers foE- the eneuing year elected. 

' ^ It;i3.iespj3cia)ly yecoroirnendeil iWt the s^^ipibsr^ of th)8 St>V 
,Qie?iy ehouid^uiir^ly abstain ftbrai ^sjlng the prqdustQ p^B^37^3 
,,'Iabar)that.w^ may be.able conaisteatiyito plead,, ihe;:Cans9..of 



This ConGtstntion may be altered at any stated meeting by 
■fli& vdle-of 'iwG'thirdaof.-'tlie.'mertibsrs.greseatj ccticQ fecivlag 



